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A. General Exam Guidelines

1. Students are responsible for all materials from the course syllabi and class lectures covered in class unless specifically excluded by this study guide.  These are general guidelines to assist you in your preparation for the exam.
2. Note:  The student is not required to memorize specific Bible verses or references, but the student should be familiar with the basic ideas of the verses if they were explained, summarized, or quoted in class.
3. There will be no questions from any of the textbooks.  
4. The exam will be an objective test comprising true-false and multiple choice questions.  Be certain to bring a #2 pencil for the exam.

5. You may use an unmarked Bible (English, Greek, Hebrew).   You may use a highlighter to highlight biblical passages, but you may not have any notes in your Bible that would assist you for the exam.  This includes dictionaries included in a study Bible. No electronic texts or dictionaries may be used during the exam.
B. Study Questions for the Trinity

1. Know why the doctrine of the Trinity is crucial for Christians and why the word “Trinity” is used as a theological term. 
2. Know the basic objections to the Trinity and the responses to these objections.

3. Be able to define and explain the distinction between Ontological and Economic Trinitarianism. 
4. Be able to define and explain the three categories of Trinitarian texts. 
5. Know and be able to explain the section on the Trinity in scripture. 
6. Regarding the definitions of Unity, be able to recognize and distinguish the concepts of:  Unity, Simplicity and Infinity.

7. Be able to define and explain the types of distinctions related to the Trinity (i.e., real, formal, modal, etc.).

8. Be able to recognize the definitions of “substance” and “person” language for Trinitarianism.

9. Be able to recognize the definitions of the Trinity.

10. Know the various examples of Trinitarian “illustrations” as discussed in class and what aspect of the Trinity, if at all, they illustrate.
11. Be able to identify the three classes of Trinitarian texts (oneness, distinctions, and deity) and how rejecting any of them results in one of the Trinitarian heresies (unitarianism, modalism, and tritheism). 
12. Be able to identify and explain the Trinitarian heresies and problems associated with them. 
C. Study Questions for the Works of God and the Trinity

1. Be able to define and explain the Trinitarian issues as they relate to the Internal, External, Essential and Personal Works of God. Be able to recognize the biblical examples of how the Triune God works.
2. Know the issues related to the begottenness of the Son.

3. Be able to distinguish the concepts of personal aseity and essential aseity. 
4. Know the issues related to the procession of the Holy Spirit and the “Filioque” addition to the Nicene Creed. 
5. Be able to explain the biblical examples of how the Trinity works with respect to the doctrines of creation and redemption. [This section will not be tested.]
D. The Knowledge of God & Free Choice

1. Know the relationship of God’s knowledge to the decree.

2. Be able to recognize and distinguish the various types of the knowledge of God (e.g., natural knowledge) and how they relate to the issue of the decree and the free choice issue (e.g. compatibilism).

3. Know all of the relevant elements necessary for evaluating the free choice issue.

4. Know the concepts of necessity, liberty, and causation in light of the class lectures on God’s Knowledge, Human Freedom & the Decree.
E. The Divine Decree 

1. Know the theological locus (or loci) of the decree. 
2. The Biblical terms for the decree will not be tested.

3. Know the various definitions of the decree. 
4. Know how the divine faculties relate to the decree (e.g., God’s intellect, will, etc.) 
5. Know the various ways in which the phrase “The will of God” is employed and understood in the discussion of the divine decree.

6. Know the section on the nature of the decree. 

7. Know the Issues related to the Logical Order of Salvation in the Decree.  This includes the section on Limited and Unlimited Atonement.
8. Regarding Causation, the student should know the basic definitions of “cause,” “power” and “efficient cause.”  The other types of causation in the section “Types of Causation” will only be tested if I covered them in the lectures. 
9. The concepts of Divine Concurrence and Divine Coaction will not be tested.
10. Know the types of items that are included in the divine decree in the section on the universality of the decree.

11. Know the section on Predictive Prophecy and the Decree 

12. The section on Objections to the Decree will not be tested.
F. The Doctrine of Creation Ex Nihilo
1. Know the questions and special theological issues related to the doctrine of creation.

2. Know the basic issues related to Creation and the views of time, static and dynamic.  Know how perceptual and conceptual knowledge relate to this discussion and to the formation of the divine decree.

3. Be familiar with the false views of creation (e.g., Ex Deo Creation) as presented in other world religion and why they are inadequate. 

4. Know the basic definition of ex nihilo creation and its scriptural foundation (as covered in class). 

5. Know how ex nihilo creation relates to the transcendence of God. 

6. Know the different ways a being can be present as related to the course materials (local, illocal, repletive, etc.). 
G. The Doctrine of Divine Providence

1. Know the definitions of providence

2. Be able to recognize the non-Christian views of providence and the related issues.

3. Know the objects of providence

4. Know the three modes of providence and the related issues.

5. Know the issues related to extraordinary providence (aka “miracles”).
6. Know the issues associated with Exhaustive Meticulous Providence.
H. Study Questions for 
Angelology, Satanology & Demonology

1. Know the reasons for studying the theology of angels, Satan and demons.
2. Know the basic meaning of the biblical terms translated as angel (e.g., malak & angelos) 

3. Know the false views of angels and the scriptural basis for refuting them.  

4. Be able to recognize the biblical evidence for the origin & creation of angels. 

5. Know why angels are called “sons of God” and how this term relates both to humans and Jesus Christ.  

6. Know the basic arguments and counter arguments for the identity of the “sons of God” in Genesis 6:2.

7. Know the biblical arguments for the time of the creation of angels. 

8. Know the material in the section on the nature of angels. In this section know the biblical examples given to support the views.

9. Know the definition of incorporeality as it relates to angels and the biblical evidence to support it. 

10. Know the issues related to angels having bodies. (e.g., the sons of God in Gen. 18, 19) 

11. Know the definition of personhood as discussed in class.

12. Know the issues related to angels as a company, not a race of beings and the biblical support for these ideas. (e.g., no baby angels, marriage of angels, salvation of angels). 

13. Know the issues connected with the attributes of angels and the biblical support of the views.

14. Know the ways that good angels work both in relation to believers and unbelievers and the biblical support of the views.
15. Know the materials and biblical support in the section on the classification of angels (e.g. Archangel) and the biblical support of the views. 
16. Know all the materials presented in class on the Occult and its associated practices and phenomena.
I. Anthropology
1. Be able to define and explain the significance of maintaining and defending the biblical worldview of human beings in light of the many current theological, ethical, and legal challenges. (e.g., hierarchy of being in theism, Lecture & Handout)

2. Know how the doctrine of anthropology relates to other theological categories (e.g., Intermediate State, eschatology) and how one’s view of man affects the other categories. (e.g., Monism Lecture)

3. Be able to distinguish between a Real (AKA Essential), a Formal, and a Modal distinction and how these types of distinctions relate to Dichotomy & Trichotomy. (Lecture & Handout)

4. Be able to define and explain monism, dichotomy and trichotomy.  Then, be able to recognize the scriptures that demonstrate humans are more than a mere physical body. Know the relationship of soul and spirit in your definition.

5. Be able to define and explain the various views of the origin of the soul.  Be able to give the supporting and opposing arguments for each view.  And, finally, know why the issue is significant in light of recent theological and ethical challenges. 

6. Know the Mormon view of the preexistence of the soul as discussed in class and how it relates to other LDS doctrines (such as demons and black skin). 

7. Know the theological considerations and the characteristics of the image of God.

8. Be able to define and explain the characteristics and significance of original righteousness. 

9. Be able to define and explain the significance of the substantive theological psychology of man, such as intellect, will, heart, and others. 

10. Be able to explain the concepts of life and death as explained in class (e.g., Biological and Spiritual Life and Death).

11. Know the concept of Concupiscence. 

J. Study Questions for Hamartiology
1. Know how the concepts of law, justice and righteousness relate to the doctrine of sin.

2. Know the various uses of the law (e.g., civil use).

3. Know the concept of supererogatory merit and how it applies to the doctrines of sin and salvation.

4. Know how guilt, alienation and corruption relate to the issue of sin and what the corresponding remedies are for these effects of sin (e.g. justification, adoption and regeneration).

5. Know how to distinguish law and gospel and the consequences of ignoring the distinction.


