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I. The Foundations 
of Theology

A. Principia Theologiae
There are two principles or foundations of theology, Scripture & God, the Revelation & the Revelator Himself.

1. Principium Cognoscendi

a. The Cognitive Foundation of theology is Scripture.

b. This is the noetic or epistemological principle.

(1) Externum:  The External principle is the written Word of God

(2) Internum: The Internal principal of faith which knows the external Word and answers its call, i.e., faith resting on the testimony of the Spirit.

2. Principium Essendi

a. The ontological or essential Foundation is the Triune God.

b. God is the objective ground of theology without Whom there could be neither divine revelation nor theology.
II. General revelation 
& Natural Theology

A. Biblical Texts

1. Psalm 19:1
What is revealed by God according to this verse?


2. Acts 14:17
What is revealed by God according to this verse?


3. Romans 1:18-20
What is revealed by God according to these verses?


4. Romans 2:14-15
What is revealed by God in these verses?


B. Definitions

1. Revelation is any species of knowledge of which God is the ultimate source or cause.



2. General Revelation is the gift of knowledge of God to all people in and through the created order.



3. Natural Theology is the knowledge of God is available to reason through the light of nature.  People can know God as the highest good through natural theology.  Additionally, through natural theology, man can know that God requires perfect obedience to His natural law.



C. Usefulness of Natural Theology

1. Natural Theology of the Unregenerate




2. Natural Theology of the Regenerate



III. The Necessity 
of Special revelation
A. Definitions

1. Special Revelation is the special gift of saving knowledge in Christ in and through the prophets and apostles and in and through the teaching or prophetic office of Christ.

2. Contingency & Necessity

a. A contingency is a thing or event that is neither impossible nor necessary.

b. Necessity can be distinguished in a number of ways, including:

(1) Absolute Necessity (necessitas absoluta)
(a) A thing is absolutely or simply necessary if its opposite or denial is self contradictory.

(b) Thus a thing is necessary if it is impossible to be otherwise.

(2) Necessity of the Consequent (necessitas consequentis)
(a) This is also a type of absolute necessity.

(b) A necessity of the consequent arises out of the connection of necessary causes with the effects that must follow.

(3) Necessity of the Consequences (necessitas consequentiae)
(a) This is a necessity brought about or conditioned by a previous contingent act or event so that the necessity arises out of the contingent circumstance.

(b) This is also called Conditional Necessity or Hypothetical Necessity.

(4) Necessity of Nature (necessitas naturae)
(a) This is a limit of thought and action grounded in the being itself.

(b) It is not an externally imposed type of necessity.

(c) This means no being can act against its own nature.

(d) Liberty of Nature (libertas naturae) is the freedom that is proper to a being given its particular nature.
B. The Necessity of Verbal Revelation

1. Verbal Revelation is necessary because General Revelation is inadequate for salvation and sanctification.
2. Verbal Revelation, the Word of God, is necessary for salvation as:

a. It is the Seed by which we are born again. (I Pet. 1:23)

b. It is the Light by which we are directed. (Psalm 119:105)

c. It is the Food by which we are spiritually fed. (Heb. 5:13,14)

d. It is the Source of Knowledge of Redemption. (Rom. 10:17; 16:25-26)

C. The Necessity of Written Special Revelation 
1. The word “Scripture” is used in two senses.
a. Materially it refers to the doctrine delivered to us.

b. Formally it refers to the writing and mode of delivery.

2. Arguments for the Necessity of Scripture

a. The Preservation of the Word of God 
(1) It was necessary to commit the Word of God to writing to preserved it in its pure form and guard it against the frailty of and weakness of human memory.

b. The Vindication of the Word of God

(1)  The Word of God was committed to writing so it is more easily defended against fraud and corruption.

c. The Propagation of the Word of God

(1) The Word of God was committed to writing so that it could be more easily transmitted and disseminated.
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