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I. The Doctrine of Inspiration
A. Defective Views of Inspiration

1. Intuitive View

a. Definition

(1) Inspiration is the superior intuitive insight of natural man into moral and religious truth.  Thus the writers of Scripture were religious geniuses.

(2)  This theory emphasizes human speculation about God and the moral and religious realm apart from divine help.

b. Objections

(1)  It is a naturalistic, rationalistic, and humanistic approach. 

(2) It contradicts the teaching of Scripture 

(a) I Cor. 1:21

(b) I Cor. 2:9–16

2. Mystical View

a. Definition

(1)  Inspiration is merely an intensifying and elevating of the religious perceptions of the believer.

(2)  Every believer has this illumination to an extent, but some have a greater degree than others.

b. Objections

(1) It confuses inspiration with illumination. 

(2)  It fails to recognize that inspiration is unique to biblical writers (2 Pet. 1:20–21), while all believers have illumination (John 16:12–15; 1 Cor. 2:9–16). 

3. Neo-Orthodox View

a. Definition

(1) Inspiration is a human production of a fallible record.

(2)  This record contains a witness to divine revelation.

(3)  Revelation is personal and not propositional.

b. Objections

(1)  If the Bible is a fallible record, then it is a false witness at certain points.

(2)  This theory contradicts the teachings of John 17:17 & II Tim. 3:16-17.

(3)  Biblical revelation is either propositional in form or reducible to propositional form (cf. John 17:17).
4. Conceptual View

a. Definition

(1) Inspiration extends to the concepts or thoughts of Scripture but not to the very words.

b. Objections

(1) Accurate communication of thoughts requires accurate communication of words, or words are the building blocks of thoughts.

(2) See the emphasis on words in Matthew 4:4; 5:18; 24:35; John 6:63; 10:35.

(3)  Letters are the building blocks of words (Matt. 5:18).

5. Fallible Inspiration View

a. Definition

(1) J. B. Phillips: “My conviction has grown that the New Testament is in a quite special sense inspired.  It is not magical, nor is it faultless: human beings wrote it.”

(2) Scripture is inspired but not infallible.

(3) So who made the errors?
b. Objections

(1) Who is to judge what parts of the Bible are in error and what parts are not?

(2)  What is the purpose of inspiration if not to insure infallibility?

(3)  This theory is contrary to the teaching of Matthew 5:18; John 10:35 that Scripture is infallible.

6. Dynamic/Partial Inspiration View

a. Definition

(1) Inspiration extends only to matters of faith and practice or salvation and spiritual living.

(2) Thus religious material is inspired but secular material is not.

(3)  For areas of knowledge other than religious faith and practice, biblical writers used their human intelligence.

b. Objections

(1) Matters of religious faith and practice are inseparably related to other areas of knowledge such as Ethics and Archaeology.
(2) There is no evidence that God limited His superintendence solely to “religious” matters.

(3)  Scripture itself does not distinguish between these two areas of knowledge.
7. Degrees of Inspiration View
a. Definition

(1) Clark Pinnock holds to inerrancy with “a more lenient definition” as over against strict inerrancy.

(2)  There are different kinds of biblical literature, “some that stand on high ground of revelation and others that occupy a lower position.” 

(3)  Because of the diversity in claims of Scripture for itself, it is necessary “to distinguish between degrees of inspiration.”

b. Objections

(1)  Scripture distinguishes different modes of revelation and inspiration (Num. 12:6; Heb. 1:1–2; 1 Pet. 1:10–11) but not different degrees of revelation and inspiration.

(2)  Scripture teaches that “all Scripture is God–breathed” (2 Tim. 3:16).

(3)  This theory appears to confuse the conveying of truth with the uniformity of truth-content in biblical revelation.  “But the truth that calls us to dialogue and decision is a different kind of truth from the truth of command and demand.”

8. Dictation View

a. Definition

(1) Inspiration involves God’s use of biblical writers either as passive instruments or as stenographers.

(2) The biblical writers were like Word Processors on which God wrote.

b. Objections

(1) This theory does not properly account for the individual personality and the distinct literary style of each writer.

(2) For example, compare the style of I Peter with Hebrews.

(3) Note, however, parts of the Bible, such as the Ten Commandments, were dictated.
