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I. General Exam Guidelines

1. Students are responsible for all materials covered in the class lectures unless specifically excluded by this study guide.  These are general guidelines to assist you in your preparation for the exam.

2. NOTE:  The student is only responsible for what I have covered in class and in the syllabus.  If I did not get to a particular topic on the study guide, it will not be tested on the exam.
3. Note:  The student is not required to memorize specific Bible verses or references, but the student should be familiar with the basic ideas of the verses if they were explained, summarized, or quoted in class.
4. For any study guide updates, see my Spring 2015 faculty webpage at www.theolaw.org.  

5. There will be no questions from any of the textbooks.  You may use an unmarked Bible (English, Greek, Hebrew).  No electronic texts or dictionaries may be used during the exam.
II. anthropology
1. Be able to define and explain the significance of maintaining and defending the biblical worldview of human beings in light of the many current theological, ethical, and legal challenges. (e.g., hierarchy of being in theism, Lecture & Handout)

2. Know how the doctrine of anthropology relates to other theological categories (e.g., Intermediate State, eschatology) and how one’s view of man affects the other categories. (e.g., Monism Lecture)

3. Be able to distinguish between a Real (AKA Essential), a Formal, and a Modal distinction and how these types of distinctions relate to Dichotomy & Trichotomy. (Lecture & Handout)

4. Be able to define and explain monism, dichotomy and trichotomy.  Then, be able to recognize the scriptures that demonstrate humans are more than a mere physical body. Know the relationship of soul and spirit in your definition.

5. Be able to define and explain the various views of the origin of the soul.  Be able to give the supporting and opposing arguments for each view.  And, finally, know why the issue is significant in light of recent theological and ethical challenges. 

6. Know the Mormon view of the preexistence of the soul as discussed in class and how it relates to other LDS doctrines (such as demons and black skin). 

7. Know the theological considerations and the characteristics of the image of God.

8. Be able to define and explain the characteristics and significance of original righteousness. 

9. Be able to define and explain the significance of the substantive theological psychology of man, such as intellect, will, heart, and others. 

10. Be able to explain the concepts of life and death as explained in class (e.g., Biological and Spiritual Life and Death).

11. Know the concept of Concupiscence. [This will not be tested]

B. Study Questions for Hamartiology 
1. Know how the concepts of law, justice and righteousness relate to the doctrine of sin.

2. Know the various uses of the law (e.g., civil use).

3. Know the concept of supererogatory merit and how it applies to the doctrines of sin and salvation.

4. Know how guilt, alienation and corruption relate to the issue of sin and what the corresponding remedies are for these effects of sin (e.g. justification, adoption and regeneration).

5. Know how to distinguish law and gospel and the consequences of ignoring the distinction.

III. Christology
A. Approaches to Christology

1. Be able to recognize the different approaches to Christology, for example, the From Above-From Below and Ontological-Functional models.

2. Know the chart distinguishing the Alexandrian and Antiochene Christologies. [This section will not be tested]
B. Introductory Issues

1. There will be no exam questions related to this section.

C. Factors for Orthodox Christology

1. Know what was affirmed about Christ at Nicea (325) and the goal of Chalcedon (451).

2. The student needs to know the Essential Chalcedonian Criteria and the Heretical Christologies (Syllabus).  The student does not need to memorize the Chalcedonian Creed.

D. The Deity of Christ

1. Know the general lines of evidence (e.g., eternal preexistence) for the deity Christ and how they are used to prove Christ’s deity.

2. Know the specific textual arguments for the deity of Christ as presented in class.  The student is not responsible for texts not covered in the class lectures.

3. Be able to explain how John 1:1-3 proves the deity of Christ.  Note that there will be several questions on the exam related to this issue. 

4. Regarding the texts raised against the deity of Christ:

a. Know the basic methodology for rebuttal and refutation as discussed in class.
E. The Humanity of Christ

1. Know the material presented in class regarding Christ’s Complete and Perfect Humanity.

2. Know the material presented in class regarding the Incarnation and Virgin Birth.

3. Know the material presented in class regarding some of the problems related to the Humanity of Christ.
F. The Hypostatic Union

1. Know the basic definitions and issues related to the topic of the hypostatic union.

2. Know the basic issues and definitions related to the communication of attributes doctrine, e.g., the concepts and proofs of in abstracto and in concreto.  Note that the material on the “proposed genera” in the syllabus e.g., the apotelesmatic genus, will NOT be tested. 
3. Know the material related to the consciousness of Christ and the two wills of Christ

4. Know the various ways a being can be present (Handout).

5. Be able to explain how a God-man can die.
IV. the effects of sin

1. Be able to distinguish the different effects of sin (e.g. guilt, corruption, alienation).

2. Know the essential definitions and distinction between law and gospel.

3. Know the essential difference between the active and passive obedience of Christ.

V. Death of Christ

A. The Eternal Plan of Redemption

1. Be able to recognize the verses that demonstrate that the plan of redemption is an eternal plan (e.g., Acts 2:23).

2. What role does each member of the Trinity play in the eternal plan of redemption?

3. Know the false views that deny the plan of redemption is eternal. 

B. Christ's Three-Fold Office

1. Know the meaning of the three-fold office of Christ as Prophet, Priest, and King.

2. Know which office Liberal Christianity emphasizes and which one it diminishes—and why.

C. The Biblical Importance of Christ's Atonement for Sin

1. There will be no questions from this section.

D. Erroneous Views of Christ’s Death

1. Know the misinterpretations of Christ’s death discussed in class (e.g., Example Theory, et alii) and the refutations of the views.

E. Provisions of Christ’s Death

1. Generally, know the material regarding each of the provisions of Christ’s death.

2. Know what is meant by “substitution” in the context of Christ’s death.

3. Be able to recognize the basic scriptural arguments that demonstrate Christ’s death was substitutionary. Know the meaning of the Greek prepositions involved in the discussion.

4. What is meant by “propitiation”? Be able to recognize the basic sense of the underlying Greek words.

5. What does the syllabus say about the word “atonement” as a designation for Christ’s death? Why?

6. Some theologians have spoken of Christ’s death as “satisfaction.” What does this term mean and what are the underlying theological assumptions behind its usage?

7. What is meant by the term “redemption”? Know the basic sense of the underlying Greek words.

8. What is meant by the term “reconciliation”? Know the basic sense of the underlying Greek words.
F. Reformed Theory (Limited Atonement)

1. Be able to explain why RUPEP is a better acronym than TULIP for the 5 points of Calvinism.

2. Know the so-called “limited atonement” theory.  

3. Understand the “sufficiency/efficiency” distinction in the context of limited atonement.

4. Discuss the logic of limited atonement (i.e., particular satisfaction) within the Reformed system. How does limited atonement relate logically to other doctrines in the system (e.g. unconditional election)?

5. The Syllabus presents 3 lines of argument used to defend limited atonement theory. What are these 3? (I am not talking just about 3 particular Bible verses but about 3 types of arguments, which might be defended by any number of biblical references.  E.g., objects of intercession)

G. Unlimited Atonement Theories

1. Know the “unlimited atonement” theory.

2. What theological systems were offered as instances of unlimited atonement? Know each of these (e.g. Universalism), including the arguments (if any) they use to support their theory and to attack the limited atonement theory.

H. The Order of Salvation

1. Know the different views of the order of salvation and how they relate to the Limited/Unlimited Atonement issue.

