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Essential Christian Doctrine I

 Exam Study Guide • Spring 2014 • Lewis

I. General Exam Guidelines

1. Students are responsible for all class lectures and handouts unless excluded by this study guide.  

2. There will be no questions from any of the textbooks.  You may use an unmarked English, Greek or Hebrew Bible.  No electronic texts of any kind are permitted for the exam, including Bibles and dictionaries.
II. Prolegomena

1. There will be no questions from the “Need for Theology” section of the syllabus.

2. Know the definition and relevance of worldview thinking with respect to developing a biblical concept of revelation.

3. Know the major elements of a world view and why they are important.

4. Know the different concepts of revelation as understood in Pantheism, Atheistic Materialism, and Theism.

5. Regarding Definitions of Theology, pay special attention to the definitions and general & special categories of theology (e.g., Archetypal Theology, Theology of Pilgrims, etc.) that I covered in class.
6. Regarding the Theological Encyclopedia, the student is responsible for what I covered in class.  Pay special attention to the various divisions and definitions of the encyclopedia, e.g., Systematic & Practical Theology, and know which sub-topics are covered in the major divisions of systematic theology.  For example, the student should be able to recognize that the topic of justification is discussed in the category of soteriology.
7. Regarding Classification of Theologies and Groups,

a. Heresy and Orthodoxy

Know the reason for doctrinal development.

Know the difference between Formal and Material Heresy.

Be able to identify the key elements of Heresy and Orthodoxy.

Know the reasons for the development of Creeds.

Know the reasons why church councils were called.

8. Know the definitions of and how to distinguish a church, denomination, sect and cult, both sociologically and theologically (i.e., the discussion and definitions from the chart).

9. Be familiar with the issues related to our discussion of Essential Christian Doctrine and how essential doctrine relates to secondary and tertiary issues.  Know what is meant by both the Salvific Minimalist and Systemic Minimalist approaches to defining Christianity and why they are relevant to a discussion regarding the identity of Christianity and Christians.  
III. Theology Proper

A. Regarding Non-Christian Views Concerning God

1. Be able to identify the definitions of the Non-Christian (i.e. deficient) views of God and be able to analyze the problems associated with them, contemporary examples, and related doctrinal issues.  Pay special attention to the issue of Pantheism.
B. The Knowability of God

1. There will be no questions from this section of the syllabus.
C. The Being of God

1. Know the section and information regarding the Definition of God.

2. Know how names are used in the Bible.

3. Know the meaning and significance of the names:  El, Elohim, Adonai, and Shaddai. 

4. Know the meaning and significance of the name Yahweh and why the name Jehovah was formed. 

5. There will be no questions from the section “Names & The Name of Jesus Christ”

6. Know the Distinctions for Theology Proper (e.g. Modal Distinction)

7. Know the basic substance language, definitions and related terms.
D. The Tri-unity of God

1. Know why the doctrine of the Trinity is crucial for Christians and why the word “Trinity” is used as a theological term. 

2. Know the objections to the Trinity and how to answer the objections.

3. Be able to recognize the distinction between Ontological and Economic Trinitarianism. 

4. Be able to define and explain the three categories of Trinitarian texts. 

5. Know and be able to explain the section on the Trinity in scripture as covered in class. 

6. Regarding the definitions of Unity, be able to recognize and distinguish the concepts of:  Unity, Simplicity, Aseity and Infinity as they relate to the Trinity.

7. Be able to define and explain the types of distinctions needed to explain the Trinity (i.e., real, formal and modal).

8. Be able to recognize the definitions of “substance” and “person” language for Trinitarianism.

9. Be able to recognize the definitions of the Trinity.

10. Know the various examples of Trinitarian “illustrations” as discussed in class and what aspect of the Trinity, if at all, they illustrate.

11. Be able to identify the three classes of Trinitarian texts (oneness, distinctions, and deity) and how rejecting any of them results in one of the Trinitarian heresies (unitarianism, modalism, and tritheism). 

12. Be able to identify and explain the Trinitarian heresies and problems associated with them. 

