BDO
Angelology
Page 6

Biblical Demonology & the Occult
Spring 2014 – Lewis – Independent Study

Angelology

I. Essential Angelology

A. Introductory Remarks

1. Angels are mentioned over 260 times in the Scriptures.

2. Biblical Terms:  Malak (Heb) & Angelos (Grk) both mean “messenger.”


B. False Views Concerning Angels

1. They Are Not Glorified Human Beings.

a. Mt. 22:30-Like (Grk. hos) the Angels

b. Heb. 12:22-23-Host of Angels v. Spirits of Men

2. They Are Not the Disembodied Spirits from a Pre-Adamic Race.

a. There is no biblical evidence for this view.

3. LDS & New Age

a. LDS:  gods, humans and angels are the same type of being in different stages of spiritual evolution.

b. New Age:  Since everything is divine, angels are just one mode of the divine


C. The Origin of Angels

1. Biblical Evidence for Their Creation

a. Angels were created by a direct act of God. 

(1) Ps. 148:2, 5—He commanded, the angels were created.

(2) John 1:3— “…all things were created by Him.

(3) Rom. 8:38-39—Angels are one of the created things.

b. Angels are Sons of God.

(1) The phrase “son of God” indicates a filial relationship with God.

(2) Job 1:6; 2:1-Angels as Sons of God

(3) Luke 20:36-Humans as Sons of God

(4) John 20:31-Jesus is the Son of God.

(a) He is the monogenes Son of God
John 3:16; 1 John 4:9

c. The Time of Their Creation

(1) Job 38:7—Present at creation of the earth

(2) Ps. 148:2, 5—Not eternal

(3) Genesis 3—Satan present at the Fall of Man

D. The Nature of Angels

1. Angels are Incorporeal.

a. They are complete spirits.  This means they are complete beings without bodies.  Human souls or spirits in the intermediate state are incomplete spirits in the sense that the spirit-person is incomplete without a body.

b. Ps. 104:4 cf. Heb. 1:7 “Winds”

c. Heb. 1:14 “ministering spirits”

d. Eph. 6:12 “not against flesh and blood”

e. Luke 24:37-39—The JW Error

2. Angels with Bodies

a. Angels occasionally reveal themselves in bodily form.

b. Gen. 18, 19:  Sodom & Gomorrah 

(1) Angels appear here with physical, tangible bodies.

(2) They are discovered by empirical means.

c. II Kings 6:15-19:  Elisha & His Servant

(1) Angels do not physically appear.

(2) Elisha and the servant are able to perceive the spirit world by having God “open” their eyes.

d. Appearances that are not clearly defined and could be either of the above referenced categories

(1) Luke 1:26:  Gabriel & Mary

(2) John 20:12: Angels at the Tomb

e. Who are the Sons of God in Genesis 6:2? Two Main Views

(1) Godly Line of Seth: Since this passage follows the genealogy of Genesis 5, the “Sons of God” should be considered the godly line of Seth who began to intermarry with unbelievers.

(2) Angels:  Since the result of the union is an unusual phenomenon, Nephilim, and angels are designated “Sons of God” in Job (2:1) and can appear in genuine bodily form (Gen. 19), the “Sons of God” should be understood as angels.

3. Angels are Personal.

a. They are individually persona.

b. Boethius (6th Century)
“An individual substance of a rational nature”
4. Company v. Race

a. There are no baby angels.

b. Heb. 12:22-”innumerable host”

c. Luke 20:34-36-They do not marry or die.

d. Sons of God (Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7)

e. Never “Sons of Angels”

f. Salvation of Angels (Class Discussion)

5. Attributes of Angels

a. Great in Knowledge

(1) Matt. 24:36—Day or Hour

(2) 1 Pet. 1:12—Things angels desire to glimpse

b. Great in Power 

(1) Ps. 103:20—Mighty in power

(2) Matt. 28:2—The stone
c. Others?

6. Angels in Original Righteousness

a. Ezek 28:14-15

b. Mark 8:38

c. Luke 9:26

7. Purpose for Their Creation

a. Agents of God’s Providential Plan

b. Ps. 103:19-21

c. Heb. 1:14

E. The Work of Angels in Relation to Believers

1. Individual Believers-Heb. 1:14

2. Local Churches?-Rev. 1:20

3. Observation-1 Cor. 4:9

4. Deliver Answered Prayer
Dan. 9:21-22; Acts 12:5-11

5. Evangelism-Acts 8:26; 10:1-23

6. Encouragement-Acts 27:23-24

7. Protection-Dan. 6:22; Ps. 91:11ff

8. Nourishment-1 Kings 19:5-8

9. Deliver from Difficulty

a. Gen. 19:1-17—Sodom & Lot

b. 2 Kings 6:15-17—Elisha

c. Daniel 3—The Three Hebrew Sons 

d. Acts 5:17-21—Apostles

e. Acts 12:7-11—Peter 

f. Acts 27:23-27—Paul 

10. Heavenly Guides—Luke 16:22

11. Body of Moses—Jude 9; cf. Mt. 17:2

12. Gather the Elect—Mt. 24:31


F. The Work of Angels in Relation to Unbelievers

1. Announce Judgments-Gen. 19:1, 12-13; Rev. 14:6-7; 19:17-18

2. Execute Judgments-Acts 12:23; Rev 16:1

3. Gather Unbelievers for Judgment
Matt. 13:37-43

4. Bind and Imprison Satan
Rev 20:1-10
G. The Classification of Angels

1. Archangel(s)

a. Term mentioned in 1 Thes 4:16; Jude 9

b. Michael is the only one to whom it is directly applied.  

c. Michael has “his own” angels (Rev 12:7) and is “one of the chief princes” and prince of Israel (Dan 10:13, 21)

d. The Book of Enoch 20:1-7 lists six “angels of power”—Uriel, Raphael, Raguel, Michael, Zariel, and Gabriel.

e. Tobit 12:15— “I am Raphael, one of the seven holy angels.”

f. Functions of Archangels

(1) Protect & Prosper Israel-Dan. 10:13

(2) Announce the Incarnation-Lk. 1:26-38

(3) Herald the Parousia of Christ-
1 Thes. 4:16-18

g. Is Jesus Michael the Archangel?.

(1) Daniel 10:13, 21; 12:1 Cf. Rev. 19:16

(2) I Thes. 4:16

(3) Jude 9 v. Matt. 4:10

(4) Col. 1:16, 17

2. A Hierarchy of Angels

a. Rom. 8:38-39

(1) Archai-Principalities or Rulers

(2) Dunameis-Powers

b. Eph. 6:12

(1) Exousias-Authorities

(2) Kosmokratoras-World Rulers

c. Col. 1:16

(1) Thronoi-Thrones

(2) Kuriotetes-Dominions or Lordships


3. Guardian Angels? (Matt. 18:10)
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